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annulled by the emperor, an action on the part of his
majesty which led Prince Frederick to resign his command,
and to withdraw for the time from the Court of Berlin.

The emperor thereupon entrusted the affair to another
jury of honor at Hanover, which rendered a decision,
blaming Baron Kotze for his dilatoriness in demanding
satisfaction of Baron Schrader, but authorizing him to con-
tinue to wear the uniform, and to remain in the service of
the emperor as an officer. This verdict was ratified by the
emperor himself and on the strength thereof the long de-
layed duel took place between the two barons. In June,
1896, Baron Schrader was wounded in the abdomen by
Baron Kotze, a wound to which he succumbed on the fol-
lowing day. That seemed to settle, in the minds of all,
the innocence of Baron Kotze, for after spending the cus-
tomary few months in nominal imprisonment for infraction
of the civil laws, which prohibit the fighting of those very
duels which are prescribed by the military code, he was
invited to resume his service as master of the ceremonies at
court, was treated once more with the utmost distinction by
the emperor, while his wife spent several weeks in the
autumn of that year as the guest of Princess Charlotte
of Saxe-Meiningen, at the latter's country seat.

But who was the author of the anonymous letters ?

That is a question with which I propose to deal in the
following chapter, at the same time showing how this most
sensational court scandal of the latter half of the nine-
teenth century led to the exodus from Berlin, and the
desertion of its court by numerous royal personages and
great nobles.jected, he was no longer worthy to wear the
